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Candidates on Immigration

Compiled by Brookings Institution experts, this chart is part of a series of issue indices to be published during the 2008 Presidential
election cycle. The policy issues included in this series were chosen by Brookings staff and represent the most critical topics facing
America’s next President. Available voting records and statements vary based on time in office. For candidates who have not been a
Member of Congress, public statements are noted when available.
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Published 2/6/2008. Updated 2/11/08. Top two candidates from both major parties, per the ABC News poll (January 14). Opportunity 08, a Brookings project in partnership with ABC News, aims to help presidential
candidates and the public focus on critical issues facing the nation, providing ideas, policy forums, and information on a broad range of domestic and foreign policy questions. Brookings is an independent think tank (501c3)
that does not support or oppose any candidate for public office. Voters should learn all they can about the candidates on a range of issues and should not rely on any single source of information before making their decision.
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Democrats

Border Security

Temporary Worker Program

Clinton

"It is unconscionable to think that in a post-9/11 world we do not know
precisely who is entering and exiting our country. Our homeland security
requires that we know the identities of all people who cross our borders. In
reforming our broken system, our efforts must be multifaceted and
comprehensive."

"A comprehensive solution to our immigration crisis must include
strengthening our borders."
— New York Times

Read more

"Opposes a guest worker program that exploits workers and creates a
supply of cheap labor that undermines the wages of U.S. workers. Believes
all workers deserve safe conditions and decent wages. She supports an Ag
Jobs program, which will keep our agricultural industry vibrant while
enabling agricultural workers to receive the fair wages and labor
protections they ought to receive."

— HillaryClinton.com

Read more

ABC News

Obama

"We're going to have to secure our borders. And this past year, the Senate
invested billions of dollars in improving border security. | think that's
important because | think all Americans think that we should be able to
regulate who comes in and out of this country in an orderly way, not only
for the sake of our sovereignty, but also to avoid the hundreds of people
who have been dying across the desert, the enormous costs that are
placed on border states and border towns. | also think that we've got to be
serious about employers' obligations to check to see whether somebody is
here legally or not...There hasn't been a serious program of employer
sanctions. That has to be put in place.”

— New York Times

Read more

"There are legitimate concerns on the part of some, including myself, that
this is a way for corporations to avoid a unionized workforce, or a
workforce that has the ability to demand proper wages and benefits.
Nevertheless, there is a feeling that if we can at least provide for some of
these guest workers to come in, they may not want citizenship; they may
simply want the opportunity to work here, and then go home." "[W]e must
also replace the flow of undocumented immigrants coming to work here
with a new flow of guest workers. lllegal immigration is bad for illegal
immigrants and bad for the workers against whom they compete.
Replacing the flood of illegals with a regulated stream of legal immigrants
who enter the United States after background checks and who are
provided labor rights would enhance our security, raise wages, and
improve working conditions for all Americans."

— Obama.senate.gov

Read more
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http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
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Democrats

Legalization/Amnesty

Worksite Enforcement/ID
Card

Admissions System

Clinton

"While | categorically oppose any program that grants unconditional
amnesty for illegal immigration, | do support providing undocumented
workers with the opportunity to earn legal status in this country. For those
who work hard, pay their taxes, continue to obey the law, and demonstrate
a commitment to this country, the opportunity to eventually earn citizenship
should also be available.”

— Clinton.senate.gov

Read more

Urges development of an employer verification system and higher penalties
for employers who exploit illegal immigrants.
— Reuters.com

Read more

"Any reasonable immigration reform proposal must offer relief to those
would-be immigrants who have tried to play by the rules by obtaining a
family visa, but who have nonetheless been unable to reunite with their
spouses, parents, children, and siblings because of a shortage of visas."
— Clinton.senate.gov

Read more

ABC News

Obama

"[We] have to recognize that we've got 12 million undocumented workers
who are already here. Many of them living their lives alongside other
Americans. Their kids are going to school. Many of the kids, in fact, were
born in this country and are citizens. And so, it's absolutely vital that we
bring those families out of the shadows and that we give them the
opportunity to travel a pathway to citizenship. It's not automatic citizenship.
It's not amnesty. They would have to pay a fine. They would have to not
have engaged in any criminal activity. They would have to learn English.
They would have to go to the back of the line so that they did not get
citizenship before those persons who had come here legally."

— New York Times

Read more

"Too often illegal immigrants are lured here with a promise of a job, only to
receive unconscionably low wages. In the interest of cheap labor,
unscrupulous employers look the other way when employees provide
fraudulent U.S. citizenship documents”. What is needed is "a simple,
foolproof, and mandatory mechanism for all employers to check the legal
status of new hires."

— Obama.senate.gov

Read more

"We cannot weaken the very essence of what America is by turning our
backs on immigrants who want to reunite with their family members, or
immigrants who have a willingness to work hard but who may not have the
right graduate degrees." Believes family reunification should be a guiding
principle in immigration policy.”

— Obama.senate.gov

Read more
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http://clinton.senate.gov/issues/immigration/index.cfm?topic=march72006
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
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Democrats

English Language

Actions

Clinton

Voted NO to declare English as the national language of the Government
of the United States, and for other purposes.

Read more

Voted YES on the "Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2006,"
which would have created a guest worker program and addressed border
security issues.

Voted YES on the "Secure Fence Act of 2006," which created 700 miles of
new fence along the US/Mexico border.
—New York Times

Read more

Strongly supports the DREAM Act, which provides a path to citizenship
through military service or higher education for children who were brought
to the U.S. by their parents.

— HillaryClinton.com

Read more

Obama

Voted NO to declare English as the national language of the Government
of the United States, and for other purposes.

Read more

"Everybody is going to learn to speak English if they live in this country.
The issue is not whether or not future generations of immigrants are going
to learn English. The question is, how can we come up with both a legal,
sensible immigration policy. And when we get distracted by those kinds of
questions, | think we do a disservice to the American people."

—CNN.com

Read more

Voted YES on the "Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2006,"
which would have created a guest worker program and addressed border
security issues.

Voted YES on the "Secure Fence Act of 2006," which created 700 miles of
new fence along the US/Mexico border.
— New York Times

Read more

Published 2/6/2008. Updated 2/11/08. Top two candidates from both major parties, per the ABC News poll (January 14). Opportunity 08, a Brookings project in partnership with ABC News, aims to help presidential
candidates and the public focus on critical issues facing the nation, providing ideas, policy forums, and information on a broad range of domestic and foreign policy questions. Brookings is an independent think tank (501c3)
that does not support or oppose any candidate for public office. Voters should learn all they can about the candidates on a range of issues and should not rely on any single source of information before making their decision.
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http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00198
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00198
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0706/03/se.01.html
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
http://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/immigration/
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
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Republicans

Proposed Legislation

Border Security

Temporary Worker Program

Legalization/Amnesty

Huckabee

Co-Sponsored the Legal Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act of
2007, which would lift the current waiting period of five years for federal
health care benefits for legal immigrants.

— New York Times

Read more

"| think this can't be brought to a rational discussion until we first bring
security to the borders. I think that this has to be the very first step that the
president takes, is secure the borders, physically or electronically so that
you stop this porous situation where people come across at will. Until that
happens, all of the discussion of what we need to be doing on this side
with the existing immigrants becomes moot."

— New York Times

Read more

Increase visas for highly-skilled and highly-educated applicants.
— MikeHuckabee.com

Read more

Sponsored a resolution, adopted by the Southern Governors Association,
which, among other things, recommended implementing a farm labor
system to import farm workers from Canada and Mexico.

— New York Times

Read more

"| pledge to oppose amnesty or any other special path to citizenship for
the millions of foreign nationals unlawfully present in the United States."
— MikeHuckabee.com

Read more

ABC News

McCain

Co-Sponsored the DREAM Act of 2007, which would allow states to give
illegal immigrants in-state tuition and let the homeland security secretary
confer legal resident status on some illegal immigrant students.

Co-sponsored the Citizenship Promotion Act 2007, which would require
the federal government to freeze the fee that legal immigrants pay for
each application for services at current levels and called for $80 million a
year to promote citizenship.

— New York Times

Read more

"One thing we would all agree on, the status quo is not acceptable. We
have to secure our borders. But we also need a temporary worker
program, and we have to dispose of the issue of 12 million people who
are in this country illegally. This issue is an important and compelling one,
and it begins with national security. But we also need to address it
comprehensively."

— New York Times

Read more

The plan proposed by Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Edward
Kennedy (D-MA) would create a guest worker program for up to 400,000
foreign workers. There would be a computerized registry to match them
up with U.S. businesses, and those companies would have to show that
they could not find an American to do the same job. Participants in the
guest worker program would have to work for six years before they could
apply for permanent residency (a so-called green card). They'd have to
wait another five years to apply for citizenship.

—NPR.org

Read more

"Now, what do you do with the 11 million people that are already here?
[M]ake them earn citizenship because they have broken our laws. My
friends, that's not amnesty. Amnesty is forgiveness. We're not forgiving
anything."

— New York Times

Read more
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http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/washington/IMMIGRATIONPOSITIONS.htm
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
http://www.mikehuckabee.com/?FuseAction=Issues.View&Issue_id=26
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/washington/IMMIGRATIONPOSITIONS.htm
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5303676
http://www.mikehuckabee.com/?FuseAction=Blogs.View&Blog_id=1206
http://politics.nytimes.com/election-guide/2008/issues/index.html#/context=index/issue=immigration
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Republicans

Worksite Enforcement/ID
Card

Admissions System

English Language

Huckabee

Employment is the chief draw for most illegal immigrants and denying them
jobs is the centerpiece of an attrition strategy.

Impose steep fines and penalties on employers that violate the law.

Institute a universal, mandatory citizenship verification system as part of
the normal hiring process.

Prevent the IRS and the Social Security Administration from accepting
fraudulent Social Security numbers or numbers that don't match the
employees' names.

— MikeHuckabee.com

Read more

Increase visas for highly-skilled and highly-educated applicants.
Eliminate the visa lottery system and the admission category for adult
brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens.

— MikeHuckabee.com

Read more

No public statements available.

ABC News

McCain

McCain's co-sponsored bill required tamper-proof identification cards and
an electronic employment verification system. “All workers must be
certified as eligible for employment using the new electronic system. It
won't be enough to just say that an employer looked at documents, which
may have been falsified.”

— JohnMcCain.com

Read more

A combination of family- and skills-based: The Secure America and
Orderly

Immigration Act (introduced by Senators John McCain and Edward
Kennedy) would more than double both family and employment based
limits; The bill would exempt immediate relatives (spouses, children,
parents) of U.S. citizens from counting against the annual ceiling of
480,000 family-based visas and distribute the visas elsewhere.

— Politifact.com

Read more

Voted YES to declare English as the national language of the Government
of the United States, and for other purposes.

Read more
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http://www.mikehuckabee.com/?FuseAction=Issues.View&Issue_id=26
http://www.johnmccain.com/informing/news/newsreleases/36548e89-6c49-41f6-baa7-2bbe4aefedc1.htm
http://www.mikehuckabee.com/?FuseAction=Issues.View&Issue_id=26
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2008/jan/15/fact-sheet-immigration/
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00198

OPPORTUNITY oF}

Candidate Issue Index

Republicans

Actions

Proposed Legislation

Huckabee

As governor of Arkansas, opposed a proposal banning state-funded
services to illegal immigrants.
— New York Times

Read more

Proposed a bill that would have allowed children of undocumented
immigrants who graduated high school to qualify to receive a state
scholarship to attend an Arkansas college. That bill didn't pass the state
legislature.

— New York Times

Read more

McCain

Voted YES on the "Secure Fence Act of 2006," which created 700 miles of
new fence along the US/Mexico border.
— New York Times

Read more

Sponsored the Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act of 2005;

Co-Sponsored the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors
(DREAM) Act of 2007, which would allow states to give illegal immigrants
in-state tuition for higher education and let the homeland security secretary
confer legal resident status on some illegal immigrant students.

Co-Sponsored and voted yes on the Comprehensive Immigration Reform
Act of 2006, which would have created a guest worker program and
addressed border security issues.

— New York Times

Read more

Published 2/6/2008. Updated 2/11/08. Top two candidates from both major parties, per the ABC News poll (January 14). Opportunity 08, a Brookings project in partnership with ABC News, aims to help presidential
candidates and the public focus on critical issues facing the nation, providing ideas, policy forums, and information on a broad range of domestic and foreign policy questions. Brookings is an independent think tank (501c3)
that does not support or oppose any candidate for public office. Voters should learn all they can about the candidates on a range of issues and should not rely on any single source of information before making their decision.
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